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structural  forms.    Radiators may also cause difficulties,

V

They are apt to project, and yet both client and architect
may desire long curtains, the runners for which are wanted
in a box formed in the window head, and not on the wall
face, since in the latter arrangement the curtains blanket the
architraves. Before the window opening can be detailed,
therefore, the architect has to reckon with these little local
problems, else he may find that his room is quite successful
until the moment comes for the furnishing. In a great
many cases, in fact, the task of decorating a room should
commence with the housing of the curtain pole!

The satisfactory treatment of enclosures to radiators is
always difficult; be it noted, however, that large areas of
open grille are not always necessary; slots at top and bottom
of the casing, if properly proportioned, are scientific, and
more interesting to treat. Modern American practice was
formerly in advance of our own where radiator installations
are concerned; but the English panel heating or concealed
border heating nowadays helps to smooth the decorator's
path. Theoretically, the radiator might be left exposed, on
the grounds of frank expression. But in practice radiator
designs are still too ugly to be likeable.

Furniture should also be visualised at an early stage,
where this is possible. Perhaps the architect will supply his
own designs; in which case one or two points are worth
noting (Fig. 94, page 192).

One is that the scale of furniture is most deceptive on a
drawing. Most architects err on the side of heaviness, for-
getting the diagonal view of, say, a square table-leg. Modern
types of furniture in particular require, but seldom receive,
a delicate proportioning. Their apparent simplicity is fre-
quently sophisticated^ and not always economical, for the